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Hyundai Motor America CEO John Krafcik to Speak at The Paul Merage School of Business Distinguished Speaker Series Event 

Participants Get a Glimpse of Hyundai’s New Luxury Car Equus 

Irvine, CA – (May 5, 2010) - John Krafcik, president and chief executive officer of Hyundai Motor America, will share his insight on innovation and leadership during the Distinguished Speaker Series hosted by the Center for Leadership and Team Development at The Paul Merage School of Business and presented by Bank of America.  Several new Hyundai models will be on display that exemplify the company’s creativity.  The event will take place May 6 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the UC Irvine Student Center.  
“I’m pleased to have the opportunity to share Hyundai’s vision of innovation and leadership with the Merage School and the MBA students,” said Krafcik. “This is an exciting time for Hyundai as we strive to strengthen our position in the U.S. and capture new market segments with innovative new products.”
As a demonstration of Hyundai’s market strategy, Krafcik will bring new Hyundai models including the upcoming flagship Equus sedan, which will launch in late 2010 and demonstrates the company’s approach to the luxury vehicle market.  Event participants will have free access to view the vehicles which will be parked in front of the Student Center in the restricted access VIP area.   
“We are honored that John Krafcik would share his leadership insights and perspectives as he leads Hyundai through a difficult time in the economy and through an important vehicle launch,” said Anna Liza Garcia, associate director of the Center for Leadership and Team Development.  “This gesture makes clear the value both of our organizations place in the long-standing relationship we share.” 
As president and CEO of Hyundai Motor America, Krafcik is responsible for implementation of strategic direction and management of the company’s operations.  Krafcik joined Hyundai in April of 2004 as vice president of Product Development and Strategic Planning. 
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Krafcik holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from Stanford University and a Master of Science degree in Management from the MIT Sloan School of Management. Krafcik began his career in the auto industry at the GM/Toyota joint-venture NUMMI, and worked at Ford Motor Company prior to joining Hyundai.
The annual Distinguished Speaker Series program highlights the innovation processes, leadership perspectives, ethical frameworks, decision making practices and insights of top business leaders. The event attracts more than 300 corporate professionals, community leaders, MBA students, faculty members and campus staff. The presenting sponsor for the 2009-10 Distinguished Speaker Series is Bank of America.  Other sponsors include Bingham McCutchen LLP, Capital Group Companies, PricewaterhouseCoopers and Wells Fargo. 
General admission for Distinguished Speaker Series events is $50. For more information or to register online visit merage.uci.edu/go/dss. 
About Hyundai Motor America
Hyundai Motor America, headquartered in Fountain Valley, Calif., is a subsidiary of Hyundai Motor Co. of Korea. Hyundai vehicles are distributed throughout the United States by Hyundai Motor America and are sold and serviced through almost 800 dealerships nationwide. All Hyundai vehicles sold in the U.S. are covered by the Hyundai Assurance program which now includes the 5-year/60,000 mile fully transferable bumper-to-bumper warranty, Hyundai’s 10-year/100,000 mile powertrain warranty and 5-year complimentary Roadside Assistance in addition to the highly acclaimed vehicle return policy introduced in early 2009. For more details on Hyundai Assurance, please visit www.HyundaiAssurance.com.
About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.     
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